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the great american westerns can be profoundly meaningful when read
metaphorically more than mere shoot em up entertainment they are an essential
part of a vibrant evolving national mythology like other versions of the archetypal

hero s journey these films are filled with insights about life love nature society ethics



The Body Is The Hero

beauty and what it means to be human and are key to understanding american
culture part film guide part historical survey this book explores the mythic and
artistic elements in 52 great westerns some orthodox some subversive from the
genre s first half century each film is given detailed critical analysis from the earliest
silent movies to golden age classics like red river 1948 high noon 1952 and shane
1953

joseph campbell arguably the greatest mythologist of our time was certainly one of

our greatest storytellers

this examination of the heroic journey in world mythology casts the protagonist as a
personification of nature a botanical hero one might say who begins the quest in a
metaphorical seed like state then sprouts into a period of verdant strength but the
hero must face a mythic underworld where he or she contends with mortality and
sacrifice embracing death as a part of life for centuries humans have sought
superiority over nature yet the botanical hero finds nothing is lost by recognizing that
one is merely a part of nature instead a cyclical promise of continuous life is realized
in which no element fully disappears and the hero s message is not to dwell on
death

fictional stories speak to us in a way that is truer than real life even jesus christ the
greatest teacher of all time regularly tapped into the power of telling completely
untrue and yet deeply true stories this book takes as its starting point the truth of the
made up and uses one of the most popular story structures of all time the hero s
journey and invites you to use this as the scaffolding for making meaning out of your
own life it is an invitation to storify your life to get your bearings to plot where you are
are you being called to something are you enduring an ordeal are you enjoying the
hard won gains of a protracted struggle that is now finally over by using this book s
twelve part structure you will gain more insight into what the threats and

opportunities are at your particular stage of your particular adventure
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this book explores anime auteur hayao miyazaki s films through the lens of the
monomyth of the heroic quest cycle according to joseph campbell and other
mythology researchers the quest is for boys and men with women acting as either
the hero s mother or the prize at the end of the journey miyazaki nearly exclusively
portrays girls and young women as heroes arguing that we must reassess campbell
s archetype the text begins with a brief history of animation and anime followed by
miyazaki s background and rise to prominence the following chapters look at each
of miyazaki s films from the perspective of the heroic quest cycle with the last section
outlining where miyazaki and other animators can lead the archetype of the hero in

the future

this volume explores the relationship of hero to celebrity and the changing role of the
hero in american culture it establishes that the nature of hero and its function in
society is a communication phenomenon which has been and is being altered by

the rapid advance of electronic media
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